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sammmmemny  UCCLCCHID 27 dpril 1951
Froms Commander Cerrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE
To: Commanding Offieer, U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21)

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE
(17 March 1951 - 21 April 195;§

Ref: - (a) ONO Restricted 1ltr OP345 Ser. 1197P34 dated 3 Aug. 1950

1, This report, as required by reference (a), is forwarded for inclusion ip the
teport of the U,S5.S. BOXER (CV=~2l) ro
2, Information and recommendations sre presented under the following headings:
I - Mission and Composition
II - Chronology
III - Ordnance
IV ~ Demege
V = Personnel
VI - Operations and Maintenance

I N G ITION

1. Carrier ALir Group ONE HUNDRED ONE opercted off the U.S.S. BOXER (Cv-21) in
support of United Netions operations in Korece and on speciel missions in the
Formosa aree during this period,

2, The composition of the air group wos as follows:

UNIT TYPE 4/C OPERATION A PILOTS.
(Commander) 3/17 - 4/21 317 - 4/21

CVG-101 |
(CDR W.W. BREHM) (LCDR V.E. WOODMAN, Acting 3/1 - 4/15)

VF=-721 FIF2B 22 - 20 324 - 32
(LCDR W.E. TTOODMAN

VF=-791 F4U4 16 - 13 2N - 2
(LCDR J.B. KISNER)

VF~884 F4U4 15 - 12 27 - 25
(LCDR G.F. CARMICHAEL)

VA=702 AD2 16 - 1 27 - 27
(LCDR S.C., SEAGR:VES)  AD4Q 2 - 2

VC-3 Det. FAU5NL L = 4 6 -6
(LCDR G.E. HARTLEY)

VC-11 Det.,  AD4E 3 - 3 5 - 5% //

1! {ICDR R.I, HALEY)
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VC=35 Det, ADAN 0 - 3 6 - 6
(LT D.A. ARRIVEE)
VC~61 Det. F9F 2P 3 - 3 4 = 4

(LT H.A. TOMPKINS)

HU-1 : HO3S 1 -1 2 - 2
(LT V.7, COLLINS)

# Includes one pilot each from Air Group Staff who flew regularly; does not
include Air Group Commender, who regularly flew either F9F or F4U, nor three
1S0's who flew occasionally. *

# Does not include two 1355 officers on DIF,

II CHRONOLOGY

Carrier Air Group 101, aboard U.S.S, BOXER, departed Peerl Harbor 17 March
1951 and rendezvoused with TF77 in the See of Jepen on 26 March, Time in tran-
ait was devoted to usuel meintenance snd ground training operstions,

The air group launched its first strikes against the cnemy on 27 March from -
a position within sight of the Korean east coest near the 38th perallel. On
that day 16 plenes flew close air support missions under the lesdership of U.S.S.
PRINCETON plsnes, end demaged nine houses end one fectory type building, Five
pillboxes were destroyed and 40 enemy cesualties were estimated by the ground
controller,

Foul weather precluded further air operations until 30 March when 67 sorties

_ were .flown on close air support, railroad brezker, armed recco, end photo

escort missions, Two air defense, four enti-submarine, and two photo recco
sortics were flown during the day., The pilots destroyed one railroed bridge,
one warehouse, and one truck, Unassessed demaged wes done to four bridges. One
villege was demaged and railroed track wes broken at one point., One warehouse
was 60 percent destroyed end two trucks were probably destroyed by strefing.
Troop concentrations were strafed, bombed, and napalmed in meny locations,

March 31 saw 79 sorties launched on close air support, raeilroad breakers,
bridge breakers, photo escort, and rescep operations. Three photo end radar
recco, two air defense end four anti-submerine missions were flown during the
day. Aircraft destroyed one house and five larger bulldings., Three barracks-
type buildings and one bridge were demaged, One AD-2 was forced to a belly
landing behind enemy lines es a result of damage received from enemy small arms
fire, Pilot was picked up aliost immediately by Army helicopter whose pilot
witnessed the erash, Two other AD-2's made emergency lendings at field K16 and
K18 as results of demage done by enemy small erms fire. The two latter planes
were repeired and recovered. Many enemy troops were strafed by rescap in area
surrounding an Army helicopter which wes shot down by enemy small arms while
attempting to rescue 24 surrounded friendly troops.

Forty sorties were launched on 1 April on bridge breasking, railroad breaking,
armed recco, photo recco, end defensive missions, Three railrcead tunnels and
two reilrosd bridges were dameged, end trecks were cut in 13 places, Five rell-
road cers were destroyed and an unknown number were damaged. One savmill and
lumber yard were heavily demaged. by fire, ond two warehouses and two other large
buildings were demeged by bombing, A pilot bailed out of one AD2 in flemes
after receiving demege from snemy anti-eirereft fire, The pilot was recovered
from behind the enemy line by the PRINCETON helicopter end was back aboard the
BOXER within 40 minutes after the time hes plene was scheduled to retwrn. ge /9
hed second degree bu{ns ebout the face,
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On 2 April 66 sortics were launched, of which 52 were on offensive missions;
bridgees were broken, reilroed tracks were cut, power lines were dropped by
strefing, reilroed cers and other reil equipment were destroyed snd demaged.
Several enemy troop concentrations were strofed, bombed and napalmed by close
air support missions end the controllers estimsted e high percentage of cesual-
ties, One F4U-4 spun into the water while meking a message drop over a friendly
destroyer in Wonsen Bay. The pilot wes recovered by the destroyer. The eccident
oceurred while the plene wes on a navel gunfire spotting mission over the Wonsen
rrea. L second F4U=4 returned to U,S.S, BOXER with minor demage from enemy 30
cclibre fire, '

Only two sorties were leunched on 3 April due to edverse weather conditions,
No results were observed :

The weather improved on 4 Loril end 32 sorties were launched on offensive end -
defensive missions. Trucks and certs were destroyed end demaged, Reilroad
tracks were broken by two F4U-4's which had been sent on & gunfire spotting
mission in the Songjin aree and were diverted due to bed weether., Planes on
close air support bombed, strafed and nepalmed meny enemy troop concentrations
with excelleat results, In one instance they successfully sttecked enemy troops
who were dug in approximotely 100 yards from friendly troops.

On 5 April 8l sorties were lcunched, of which 48 were on offensive missions.
Twenty-six sorties werc photo and ECM recco sorties, four sorties were cir ’
defense, and two sorties vwere anti-submerine. An unidentified voice ettempted
to direct one close gir support mission by redio, but when chellenged wes uneble
to give the proper euthenticetor., It was later discovercd that the position
the voice had attempted to direct the BOXER planes to wes that of & UN militery
instelletion, ;

On 6 April 96 sorties were leunched, Eighty-four were offensive, four were
photo reeco, four were air defense, and four were enti-sub. Some of these
sorties were flown in connection with the landing operation scheduled for 7
Lpril by a British commendo perty. One F4U-4 returned to USS BOXER with hole
in wing ceused by direct hit of enemy 23 mm anti-sireraft gun.

On 7 Lpril 51 sorties were launched, Forty of these were offensive and 11
were anti-submarine. The offensive missions were flown primerily in support of
the temporery landing but were severly hampered by sdverse weather and were
forced to drop their ordnence on dump tergets. Onc F4U-4 wes lost with pilot
reported missing. The plane's enginc froze from loss of o0il, probebly es result
of enemy anti-aircrcft fire, The pilot was ldst seen in cockpit as plene
glided into fog benk. i ceiling-zero condition preluded any search by helicop~
ter end prevented effective seerch by plane. L destroyer sesrched the erce
~there theplene is belicved to have gone down until complete darkness. A1l
search efforts produced ncgetive results,

8 4pril wis replenishment day and no asir operations were conducted. .

On 9 Lpril 40 sorties were flown. All were treining flights while cnroutc
to the Formose sarca.

No sir operctions were conducted on 10 Lpril as USS BOXER was in transit.

On 11 .pril 60 sorties were lsunched for eir perade of southwest Chine
coast, and 6 proto sorties were launched with six jet escorts for photo reconn-
aissance of Chinese.coastal installstions. Twelve scrties were launched for air
defense and four for enti-sub dcfensec,

No air operstions were ccnducted on 12 April owing to edverse wcather
conditions. )

On 13 Lpril 65 sorties were leunched for o second day of perades in thc
Formose Straits. Four photo plenes with four jet escorts wcre launched fer
photo recoonaissance of installations on southeest coast of China, Two sorties /2?
were launched to escort the persde mission, eight sorties were lsunched for air ~
defense, end two were leunched for anti-sub defense.
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On 14 .pril & total of 28 sorties were launched, Iight werc for air defense,
four for anti-submarine dcfense, and two were for towin: terget sleeves for
anti-aircreft firing. The other 14 sorties were for pilot training purposeg.

Flying on 15 April was limited to defense and courier sortics while 1SS
Boxer transitted beck to the Sece of Japsn.

On 16 ..pril e totel of 112 offensive and defensive sorties were flovm over
enemy held Kores, Of these 12 were photorecco, 12 wereair defense, end 6 were
anti-submerine, end the remeinder of tle sortics carried out ettecks agsingt
enemy ground targets, One FOF-2B -'as ditched oh dowrnwind leg of lending approech
circle due to fleme out. The pilot was reccvered within epproximately five
minutes by helicopter. -

On 17 .pril a totel of 103 sorties were flown over North Koree, Six of these
were photo recco sorties with six jet escorts, 13 were air defense sorties, and
six were anti-sub sorties. The remsindcr of the sorties cttecked cnemy ground
installations, One F4U-4 stelled and ditched on tekeoff from USS BOXER on carly
morning launch, Thc oilot wes recovered by helicopter, One FI9F~2B end one F4U-4
returned to USS BOXER with dahage received frofi smell arms fire,

On 18 April the cerriers of TF 77 leunched en ell-cut air atteck eageinst
enemy trcor concenvretions and militery installetions in the Hemhung area.
During the deyie onerstion USS BOXER lsunched 115 sorties, of which 89 were
offensiv:. Ors F4U-4 struck high tension lines during & strefing ettsck and
exploded In nid-air shortly thereefter,

4 similer operntion wos planned against troop concentrations end military
instz1lsticns in the Yonsen cres for the 19 4April, but inclemcnt wecther
interfera. &L total of 12 sorties were flown of which only four were against
ecnemy instelleticns, The remainder were eir defense and anti-submerine missions.

The ship docked at Picamont Pier, Yokosuke, Jepen on 21 .pril 1951, for
rest pericd.

II1 QRDYLICE

1. General. Nepalm continues to be en excellent weanon ozaingt a veriety of
targets; heowever, as other groups heve rccommended, some improvements could
be mede: tanks in nesting helves for erse of storsge, fins to ¢£llow higher
cltitude drops morc eccuretcly perticularly in rugged country. This group
used Jepenese F-51 tanks, dropping sltitudes have been 100 to 500 feet; few
"duds" with double igniters, sbout 25% duds with singlc ignitcr, ell ipnited
on strafing with either 20 mm or 50 cel, Onc fatal accident wns ettributed to
atrikinz power lines which apperently either pulled the arming wire on & 500
1b VI-fuzed bomb, causing it to erm and cxplode on the F4U, or ignited the
auxiliery fuel tenk. The exploded bomb did not have the additicnal jump-ocut
pin (CONF.OP1444,1st Rev,,Ch.1l) due to o shortage of e¢xtra pins received rt
lest replenishment from the USS PLRICUTIN, Instelleticn of pins beforc delivery
would chorten rcerming time and lizhten the loed of overwcrked corricr end
squedron ordnance crews as well zs provent such shorteges.

crming wires reteined after ordnance is dropped are scretching wings bedly.
Frequent repeinting is the only sclution sc far. One rocket with ¢ split case
ignitcd on deck end burned itself out, one tumbled ceusing damege requiring
e wing chenge, numerous rockets skidded gp the deck but cdused no denage: MK5-
liod 4 leunchers sprecod encugh to allow rockets to fall off.(iiC52 not installed
becsuse of conflict with .icl7?) ipproximately 2§% of all rockets loeded both
HVLR end 4TiR failed to fire, ‘

2. F9F. Jet ermed recco flights were lomded with full gun smmo and é rockets
(HVAR end iTiR), photo escort and GLP with gun ammo only.
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Indicating transportetion routes disrupted by armed recco,
railroad and bridge breaker, and heckler missiong; strike
areas at Hamhung and southwest of Songjin; and close air

support area along bomblines Noon positions of USS BOXER

‘are indicated for all operating dates (27 March = 18 Aptril) /~..
in the Korean Theater,
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There was no high altitude (above 20,000) work; gun performance was cmcollents
Pilots recommend retqining at least partial load of rockets until late in ths
flight, good targets usunlly appear just after rockets are expendod. A guick
detachable launcher is needed to deercase the drag when plancs are to be used
in aerial combat; squadron tests indicate that loss of airspeed due to launcher:
(without rockets) may vary from 33 knots (IAS) at 5000 fect to 7 Knots (IAS)

ot 35,000 foct. _

%, F4U, Two F4Uts havo been equipped with nero 14* launcherss work is almost
inpossiblc to accomplish on board underway owing to crowded conditions and
hoavy schedule. It is presently being accomplished during rest periods in port.
Without launchers F4U's can be spotted and armed five abroast on deck without
any woste space, or a splitspot of two AD's and two F4U's can be used; the
Ml4Ats add just enough width to mako those deck combinations extremely difficult

- requiring either "ocked"™ and inflexible ordnanco over the catwalks, Pigtails

of rockots on MI4A racks were cut in the air, possibly by ejected brass;
experinents yith taping pigtails and ueing deflector plates are inconclusive

88 yote . .

: There were throe explosions in blast tubes during this perfod (791 RUDMSS5~
51&7-51) cause undotermined, possibly unburnt gas explosion in wing from eracked
:t\tbe, possibly malfunctioning projectiless S

Le ADe Use of M7 links for 20mm coused many jams in the first part of pericd,
corrected after supply of M8 links becarne avaoilable again.

Tatl fins from 2000 1b bombs on right bomb racks unscrewed in the slip~
stredm; squadron is safety wiring them on as e temporary fix.

‘ig has been pointed out by other squadrons, AD's are virtually impossible

- to lond with: wings folded, spreading wings to rearm causes deck delsaysy the

hoist devoloped by Douglas may be effective if it doesn!t take too long to rig
for each wing, - :

54 Ordnance cxpended, by type of aircraftc

- Qxdopnee ESE Al 42 Zotal
20001b GP - - 6 64,
1000%Y: GP - 42 41 83
500 1b BP - a7 281 498
260 1b Frog - - 166 166
250 * GP - - 252 252
220 " Frog - 22 708 730
100 * GP - - 354, 354

350" DB - - 1 14
'11475 Rocket - - 10 10
645 ATAR 352 620 - 972
‘5,0 HVAR .21 1958 80 - 2249
3425 Rocket = B2 M 369
Napalm - .95 156 251
20 m 36,000 = 33,400 69,470
50 Cal ad 337 gm - 337 ’m
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IV DANAGE
(1) Damage inflicted or enemy:

TARGETS PR MAGED

KR Bridges

RR Tracks

RR Locomotives
RR Cars

RR Yards

RR Tunnels
HWY Bridges
HWY Tunnels
Ammo Trucks
Tyucks
Vehicles

Carts
Warehouses
Ammo Dumps
Factories
Villages.

Fuel Dumps
Buildings 5
Tanks
Mlit, Inst,
P11l Boxes 3
Gun Emrpl.

Floating Mine

Troops Killed

I

-}
W

B

WHOWHWNOGHdDOW

A
DEW

[
N

HpWRxNMNON

N O
ot o
O

3

* Mo consideration has been given to items "possibly destroyed®, It is
folt that the above is a conservative account of damage. "Troops killed",
for cxample, are confirmed through ground sources, seen to fall in course
of strafing, or are not taken into account, Quite possibly thouaands were
killed, particularly in attacks on eities and villazcs but since it is
impossible to guess correctly no guoss at a1l has beon made.

4 (1.0., trasks were broken)

(2) Damage to own aireraft (first figure is voperational®, cause code Aj
socond figurc combet-connccted; all other couses)

FoF 1 0 o 1 47
F4O 2 2 1 1 1 2
AD o 2 o O 3 15

* Tranaferrod in damaged condition, owalting action.

)
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(3) Comments, Summary of accidents listed above as lost or damaged beyond
local repair 1s as follows:

FOFZB » Flamecut in '.Lﬁnding circle, ditched; pilot broke hand, picked
————"

up by heilcopuerg

FOFZB -+ Struck trea; too low on strafing run,

FLU4
FLUL

FLUL

FLUL

FLUL
A

T

3

1

g

Spun in while moking message drop to ship, pilot slightly
injared, picked up by DDs

. DAtehed on takeoff, ioss of aitiiude and control attributed

to siipstream of plane ahead, Plict picked up by helicopter

Last seen eriering fcg bank, ticinty Tanchon heading to
seaward, engine frozen from loes of oil due to enemy fire.
Search negative, pilot reported as missing.

_Piane expleded following contact with power lines, vicinity
Hemhang, pilics yveperted as deads

Tailhook sheft parted on arrested landing, plane into ocatwalk,

- Lavge anti-aircraft hole in left wing stubs

ADZ = Crash landad foilcwing lcss of power due to enemy fire on

ciose air svppert mission, helicopter picked up pilots

Adroraft cavght fire from enemy anti~aircraft hit, pilot
beiled out, received sevond degree burns, recovered by

helloopiata

R
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1. Pilots. Average missions per pilot in the various types are a8 follows:
VAW: 10, VAN: 10, VF: 9, VA: 8, VFN: 8, Photo: 7, Jets 5.

2, GOrmmd Officers, In additlon to the officers reported in paragraph 1 (2),
there are four 1355%s cn the air group staff (Survival, Electronics-
(ommuaic2tione, Maintenaoce, and Adr Intelligence) and 15 in the four squadrons
plue a Gu Mack (AI Maintenance, Persomnel, and, 1n two squadrons, Ordnance
Officers), The ground cfflsers have been practically iudispenseble to the air
gvotp jn its accelorated trzining and deployment.,

3, Consoiidation. This grovp organized the VC detashments and the air group
gtatf ue VO-100 uncer the senicr detachment commander; this works well
administretively {ecrresocndence, watches, musters)s however, the system has at
least “wo major drawhbacks, Any tendency to meke the staff a separate squadron
eithor by ovoreomplemcrnting it or assigning it eircraft and routine reporting
responsibilities, reduces ite effectiveness as a staff concerned with planning,
ceordination, and surveillsnce. Secondly, the VC units feel "left out," having
no sepaizie ready room, no full-time air intelligence officer, no close-knit
organization, Perhaps the procedure of assigning VC units to a "foster parent®
squedron a couple of months before deployment will integrate their orgenizations,
perticularly if they operate the seme type aircraft (AD4, ADAN, ADAW, for
instance,) The general lock of spece mentioned throughout this report (four
squadrons and four detachments in three ready rooms, for instance) is largely

a result of expansion of ship's functions during peacetime when air groups were
emberked for only short periods, in smaeller numbers, and with less equipment.

L., Enlisted Persommel, New jet squadrons needed a nucleus of trained Jet
personnel even before the plenes are assigned; VF=721 suffered throughout the
early training period from shortage of trained cnlisted personnel, Aviation
Ordnancemen on carriers are required to perform much heavy lifting; ability
to do so should be considered in selecting ordnance strikers.

5. Survivel., With the assistence of staff and ship survival officers and
squadvcn perachute riggers, the air group survival officer made up escape and
evasing kits to be parachuted to survivors on land (CVG-101 1tr P11l of 26
Merch 1951 to Buler via chain of command), There has been ne occasion to use
“nam; oub in one accidental release and several instances of their use for
purdropping ammunition the rigs worked perfectly. One is carried by an AD
in caca launch,

.

6. Casualties, The group suffered two cesuslties during this pericd:

L19G Morold T. WALXER, 460735/1315, USNR-A, VF-834, (&ircraft hit by
cocny aati~aireraft fire 7 April 1951; cngire froze efter loss of oils

iast seen entering top of fugbank vicinity Tanchon, heading secaward; scarch
regative; listed as miesing)

T LtTred We THOMAE, 329367/1315, USNR-A, VF-884, (Aireraft struck power
1ices, damhung, 18 April 1951, exploded in mid-air shortly thereafter,
civiere from V-fuzed Homb armed by wires or from suxiliary fuel tenk
expiozion, IListed as dead,)

/9
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VI OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

1. Doctrine, The group launch-land doctrine, designed primarily as a guide
for bad weather operation under conditions of radio silence, varies slightly
from that of USF 4 and 73 in the following particulars; (1) rendezvousing air-
craft procecd outbound along the sector edge while inbound aircraft use the
sector median, (2) aircraft feed out of the squadron circle by divisions direct=~
ly into the landing circle instoad of via a division circle, In the present
phase employing numerous small missions rather than deck load strikes, coordin=-
ation is necessary to prevent confusion in rendezvousing, principally by allo=
cation of various rendegvous altitudes if weather permits., No firm attack or
or defense doctrine has been written; however, the increasing rate and accuracy
of small arms fire, both on wattack and retirement, forced prop aircraft to
abandon the IBP runs and attack by section or division fam, jinking during
retirement, As usual the last plane in the formation normally gets most of the
small arms fire. v

2, Training. It is felt that increased emphasis on the following would have
benefited this group and may benefit others: More coordinated VF-VA-Jet live-
load strikes; more napalm and minimum altitude practice; more naval gunfire
spotter work; practicing message drops; more jet work at low altitudes and
speeds in armed recco type training,

3, Utilization of specially configured aircraft, The VC-1l Team is no longer
a#® "aircraft carly warning" unit due to obsolescence of its gear. AEW aircraft
have been used solely for ASP, The "relay" function will not work satisfactor-
ily until ART 26 tramsmittor is replaced by higher powered transmitter and the
ship's PO (terminal receiver) system is shiclded against ship radar interfer-
ence,

The ADLN is of little use on night ASP through lack of flares or searchlight
and an aircrewman periscope. Its use on dey ASP merely reduces the strike by
one fully loaded AD when an F4U could be just as effective on ASP carrying
aerial depth bomb and 3,25" rockets,

4. Jet Operation, As is the normal procedure, jet launches were frequently
cancelled due to low visibility or lack of wind, No air opposition was encount-
ered during this period by BOXER aireraft., Jets were scheduled for 1.5 hour
armed recco, photo escort, or occasional CAP hops; they made it doctrine to
return 10 minutes early with 1200 lbs of fuel and to extend hooks shortly after
leaving the beach to allow time to try emergency measures if hook did not fully
extend. One aireraft made normally arrested landing with hook initially in
stinger position. The squadron maintained & senior jet pilot in Air Plot to
advise the ship on handling of jet emergencies, All pilots used full takeof f
flaps for both takeoff and landing, For detailed information on jet operation
and maintenance see VF-721 lMonthly Jet Onerating Bulletins (toComAirPac)

5, Intelligence, Major problems in air intelligence werc those of getting
organizeds lack of sufficient UTM gridded maps for complete coverage (ratio
should bo 1.5/pilot to allow each pilot individual portfolio plus briefing maps
and usual losses), lack of adequate stowage space, adequate briefing and de=-
briefing space, and adequate chart display space, These problems are aggrav-
ated by the difficulty of briefing for many small missions insteed of large
strikes, Initial difficulties may be avoided by sending a ship or group air
intelligence officer to the forward area to TAD to a ship alreedy operating.
He should return to his own ship prior to its leaving Hawaii to assist in
setting up the files and reporting grocedures. o,
+ -~ -
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Maps thet may be used at night should not have information in red (as some of
the UTM grids have), llaps such as those being used have many inaccuracies and
pilots should be so warned; learn to navigate by.using only "permanent" featur
A system of indexing photogrephs of important landmarks and meking them avail-
able to briefing officers would ald pilots in orienting themselves in new and
difficult terrain, The relief charts are exccllent, Information pamphlets,
such es ComAirPac Pilots Information Handbock, in order to be useful to carric
pilots, should be of such construction that the pages will tear out and fit or
a standard 5 x 8 kneepad, If a complete sct of chartboard underlays were pro-
vided each ship or squadron, pilots could construct their own underlays for
arcas end detail desired by use of India Ink (several colors) and WKodecel #2"
plastic sheets.

6. Flight Gear, The present system of issuing combat and winter clothing is
unsatisfactory in that proper size distribution is impossible., A system of
fitting pilots before departure from the States or Hawaii on ~n individual iss
basis, gear to be collegted and stored by the squadron, would essure correct
fite, The immersion suit, while ifs advantages outweigh its disadvantages, cou
be improved by a better fitting Poot, and better fitting wrist ties which wor
work loose., Burn cintment should be available in each pilot!s flight suit or
personal first aid kit., Pilots on naval gunfire spotting missions could use &
compact lightweight bincculer or telescopc to good advantage; even close air
support night benefit by its usec,

7. Maintenance. Jet maintenance is covered theoroughly in VF=-721 lionthly Jet
Operating Bulletins (to ComiirPac) Parachutes are difficult to maintain on
board ship; lcaking canopies get them vet (a waterprcof conopy cover has been
used to advantage here), drying rooms are inadequate and slow; squadrons will
need their full allowance at leest, The constant battle agesinst corrosion
will be aided by spraying engine fronts and cables with pyralkytone before
embarkings, Post flight inspection must be thorough as small bullet holes can
cause much internal demage to structural members, FAU-4!'s need RB19 plugs,
RB37S and reconditioned plugs have given unsatisfactory service particularly
on deck takeoffs with heavy laod; reconditioned plugs are good only for about
30 hours, F4U=5N's had numerous cold weather starting problems and sluggish
AEC operation on takeoffs when using 1120 oil, corrected by use of 1100 in
accordance with recent Buher directive, VAN unit rccommends addition of APR1
RCM gear on one plane in addition to present APR9 to cover lower frequency
bands, VAN Team was deployed without aircraft; of three aircraft received in
the operating area, two necded engine changes and all were missing MK55 racks
(which the unit fortunately brought along)e Addition of a complete spare set
of instruments to squadron allowance lists would enablec crews to replace defec
ive instruments and shop test them; erowded deck spot makes it difficult to dc
any test work on the aircraft. Plotting board allowance should be on a cne/
pilot basis to allow them to make personal boards for constant use; the demanc
for MK7A kneepad plotting boards still cxceeds the supply., Spare ports supply
for specially-configured aircraft is still unsatisfactory in many cases,
AD/{N's, though already rigged for MI4A racks, have not becn supplied with the
necessary kits; their load carrying capacity is accordingly reduced,

Ny
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8. Stetistics

FF12/CVG101/.9

4/C Hours Flown

Totel
265.1
L5

712.8
700.6
137,0
802,8
115.4

6.

469 _
Totel 2825.1

80.8

Per 4L/C
13
15
51
54
34
50
39
16

80.8

I'issions Flcown

4/C CAS TRANS uTRIKE RECCO NGF PHCTQ PHESC CLP nSP NON TOT.iL
VFS - - 88 - - 41 8 20 157

VFP - - - o= 4l - - - 41

VP96 11, 69 2 6 - - 127 - 52 512

VPN - - - 23 - - - 8 - 10 41

Vi 77 78 42 - - - 4 30 39 270
W - - - - - - - - 38 3 41

VLN - 3 - = - - 10

Totels 173 %3 Tl 142 26 4 41 17 78 125 1076

Notes: VAT

cnd VAN pilots flew cdditional missicns in Vi. eircrcft

"Prens" includes roilroad brecker and secder, bridge brecker
ngtrike" missicns were rined ¢t sree destruction

"Recco' includes night heckler

"eon-Combat" ineludes tow, courier, treining, test, prrade.

L 120 Moo Korr
¥.V. BREHWK




